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The purpose of this one-day workshop was to advance on the principles behind 
groupware applications and e-collaboration technologies embracing them in diverse 
fields. The workshop had 3 parts, the presentations, discussion and EuroCAT evaluation. 
The presentations aimed to bring together designers, practitioners, users and 
researchers to exchange experiences. The discussion aimed to go beyond the issues 
raised in presentations and touch new aspects in e-collaboration research. In particular 
the research questions were on: groupware used in different research fields; 
propositions of ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎΤ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘin the group and awareness of 
the group per se; and exploration of opportunities and challenges for shared experience, 
creation and discovery. Then, the EuroCAT final release was evaluated by the workshop 
participants within a collaborative task simulation.  
 
The papers corresponding to the presentations made during the workshop were 
published on the British Computer Society online conference web-space eWiCs 
(Electronic Workshops in Computing (http://www.bcs.org/server.php?show=nav.7927). 
The eWiC Series give free access to the proceedings of a specialist workshop and is 
designed to provide information that represents a snapshot of current knowledge, 
debate or research. Also the best papers were invited to be expanded for a special issue 
journal, organised by Dr. Rahat Iqbal, Faculty of Engineering and Computing, Coventry 
University. 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bcs.org/server.php?show=nav.7927
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1. Workshop Presentations and Main Ideas 
 
The keynote speaker, Professor Bill Kapralos from the University of Ontario, Institute of 
Technology, Canada, stressed the importance of group and collaboration awareness in 
interprofessional work and learning. 
 

 
Figure 1. Bill KapralosΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

 
Professor KapralosΩ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ Interprofessional education (IPE) as a 
pedagogical approach which allows health care practitioners to develop a clear 
understanding and appreciation of the roles, expertise, and unique contributions of 
other disciplines.  He stressed the variety of skills needed and must be integrated 
flawlessly in critical care responders for optimal patient outcomes. He suggested that 
group and collaboration awareness can be the answer to the failure of the current 
educational system to foster interprofessional development.  Therefore they developed 
an innovative, unique, strategy-based, e-learner-centred, interactive, virtual learning 
environment as a serious game. A higher level of competencies was developed and new 
skills and knowledge were required.  The serious game offered a systematic approach to 
provide practice opportunities for the development and maintenance of critical care 
team-related skills. 
 

 
Figure 2. Workshop participants 
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Next, Dr Niki Lambropoulos (LSBU) presented seven Group-Awareness Guidelines to 
Support Online Collaboration in Computer Supported Collaborative Work and Leanring 
(CSCW-L) in relation to EuroCAT.  
 

 
Figure 3. Niki LambropoulosΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

 
Dr. Niki Lambropoulos suggested that there is a challenge in group collaboration 
awareness patterns when being in different locations. She also proposed to capture the 
macro- and micro- period of an activity defined by its temporal and physical locations, 
context, situation and continuum. Supporting the team-members and learners as they 
create their own interactional content feeds ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ ŀǊŜƴŀ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ Such 
complex environments require a designer to provide with the level of support or 
restriction of a tool aiding in group-awareness on such micro and macro level. 
Therefore, she proposed seven guidelines for e-collaboration tools: presence & co-
presence, time continuum, context continuum, situation experience, continuum 
experience, convergence, and motivation and enjoyment. Dr. Lambropoulos highlighted 
some of the features of EuroCAT designed according to these guidelines. 
 

 
Fig 4. Creating a detailed profile in EuroCAT 
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Then, Dr. Margarida Romero (Ouak) presented an analysis of the teamwork in Computer 
Supported Collaborative Learning (CSCL). This presentation was on behalf of the other 3 
co-authors, Marta Fuentes, Virginie Demeure and Cyril Todeschini. 
 

 
Figure 5. Margarida RomeroΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

 
Dr. Romero introduced the assessment of teamwork conceptions and its implications in 
the group dynamics.  Understanding ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ teamwork conceptions, can help to 
understand the way they behave during collaborative learning activities. Task 
independent and task dependent measures were discussed, before introducing the 
Conceptions About the Teamwork Questionnaire developed under the EVACOOP 
project. The suggested methodology was based on the individual, the complementarity 
conception and the shared knowledge construction conception of the teamwork.  
 

 
Fig 6. Collective vision of the group temporal availabilities and messages in EuroCAT 


